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In December of 2019, we told you 
that Virginia had “fundamentally 
changed.” 
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In March of 2020, we showed you 
how that change materialized during 
the 2020 General Assembly session.
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Now, we see that change in how 
Virginia is responding to the 
death of George Floyd and the 
rise of the Black Lives Matter 
movement.
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COVID-19 TOUCHED EVERY 
STRUCTURE IN THE 
COMMONWEALTH… 

BUT NOT ALWAYS IN THE 
WAY INITIALLY EXPECTED.



Virginia hospitals were not overrun with COVID patients,
but the financial ramifications have been severe…
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Virginia’s economy undoubtedly took a massive hit,
but the Commonwealth benefits from a surge in federal spending.
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The higher education model must evolve,
but the costs of COVID-19 have not been passed on to students (yet).
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The most mentioned words/phrases in the 

VPAP’s VaNews from March 16-27.

The most mentioned words/phrases in 

the VPAP’s VaNews from June 1-June 16.

Charts exclude dates, days of the week, locality names, 

newspaper and reporter names, and non substantive terms.
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Google Trends data for “Coronavirus” and “George Floyd” from January 1 to June 29.

May 25, date of George 

Floyd’s death
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Floyd’s death 
reverberated 
throughout the 
nation, but few  
impacts will be as 
physically tangible as 
the removal of the 
Lee Monument.

Floyd died 961 miles 
from the statue that 
will come down as a 
consequence of his 
death.
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VIRGINIA

IS A MICROCOSM OF THE 
NATION… 

WHERE POLITICS & POLICY 
ARE DRIVEN BY MAJOR 
MOMENTS…

WHERE CHANGE IS PAST 
TENSE.
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Sociodemographic Rank Economic Rank Education Rank Religion Rank Public Opinion Rank

2 31 18 12 4

A MICROCOSM OF THE NATION
Socially, Demographically, Economically & Politically… 

Virginia looks and feels like America as a whole. 

WalletHub ranks Virginia as the 7th ‘most representative’ state in the nation by 

comparing characteristics to nationwide averages such as gender, race, 

income, educational attainment, religion, and political views.
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WHERE POLITICS & POLICY ARE DRIVEN BY ‘MAJOR MOMENTS’
Like the nation, Virginia is lurching from ‘major moment’ to ‘major moment.’

Our politics and policy are more defined by these moments than actors or institutions.
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WHERE POLITICS & POLICY ARE DRIVEN BY ‘MAJOR MOMENTS’
The Commonwealth is significantly impacted by national and global ‘major moments.’
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WHERE POLITICS & POLICY ARE DRIVEN BY ‘MAJOR MOMENTS’
Major Moments disproportionately impact how Millennials and GenZ view the world.

Morning Consult, GenZ WorldView Tracker
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WHERE CHANGE IS PAST TENSE

Most of the time change happens long before it’s recognized.

Most of the time change happens long before it’s acknowledged.

Most of the time change happens long before it’s acted on.
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WHERE CHANGE IS PAST TENSE

Many people recognize the May 2019 Virginia Beach shooting as a turning point on guns, but 

a February 2018 poll from CNU showed that 84% of Virginians supported tougher gun laws.
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WHERE CHANGE IS PAST TENSE

The Democratic victories in 2017 and 2019 were when many Republicans finally 

acknowledged the social, demographic, and economic shifts of the early 21st century.
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WHERE CHANGE IS PAST TENSE

And the death of George Floyd and the #BLM 

movement appear to be when the cultural and 

political opinions on race and discrimination that 

began changing years ago will finally be acted on.
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CHANGE THAT ALREADY HAPPENED

Most changes to Virginia law take effect today… but

business and leaders should have recognized, 

acknowledged, and acted on these changes long ago.
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SPEAKING OF CHANGE THAT ALREADY HAPPENED
It’s occasionally asked if Virginia will move to a full-time legislature; 

the answer is we already have one.

JAN 

2

DEC 

31

There were 

legislative 

meetings on 

167 out of 

the 253 

workdays in 

2019 - 66% 

of workdays.
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SPEAKING OF CHANGE THAT ALREADY HAPPENED
It’s occasionally asked if Virginia will move to a full-time legislature; 

the answer is we already have one.

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec

2020 Budget, COVID-19, Racial Justice

2019

2018

2017

2016

2015

2014

2013

2012

2011

2010

Regular Session Budget Overtime Special Session

The General 

Assembly has met 

in special session 

of some kind for 8 

of the last 11 

years.
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ON THE HORIZON
And the General Assembly will meet this year to tackle both of 2020’s ‘major moments.’

What changes will Virginia recognize, acknowledge, and act on?
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ON THE HORIZON

What change will manifest itself in the 2021 gubernatorial race?
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ON THE HORIZON

What change will occur within 

the Republican Party in 2020 

and beyond? And mostly, when 

will they stop beating 

themselves? 



QUESTIONS & COMMENTS

Moran@gentrylocke.com | (540) 493-4805

www.gentrylocke.com/government-affairs
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Virginia State of Play

Virginia State of Play is a quarterly look at the 
Commonwealth’s big picture. Inspired by Bruce 
Mehlman's quarterly slide decks, State of Play will 
attempt to look at major moments, big trends, and 
what’s on the horizon in Virginia. State of Play does 
not necessarily represent the opinions of Gentry 
Locke or its partners. For questions or comments, 
contact Matt Moran. 

moran@gentrylocke.com

(540) 493-4805
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